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ALLIES DRIVE IN STRONG WEDGE
AND MAY FORCE A BIG RETREAT |

w

Americans Started New Blow in Serig-
nes-et-Nesles Region, Advancing Two
Miles or More in Face of Desperate
Resistance and Are Holding It

FRENCH SHASHED FOUR ATTACKS
RAST OF OULCHY-LE-CHATEAU

L

All Chance of Germans Making Stand
North of the Ourcq River Seems
to be Gone and Retirement to
the Vesle Now Appears Certain

: (By The Associated Press.)

In spite of the tremendous efforts put forth by the Germans to
check the relentless pressure of the allies north of the Oureq river, |
to-day finds the German positions there in grave danger, French,
British and American troops, fighting their way forward to the
east of Fere-en-Tardenois, have driven a wedge into the enemy's

%

lnr'inusly and used their mathine guns
murderously.

Neither side used artillery in this par-
ticular battle. There was hand-to-hand
fighting in the street, in which Americans
sroved the masters, driving the enemy

efore them,

The story of the fight for the posses-
sion of Meurey furm, tving directly south
of Serignes, will long be remembered in
the history of the division, The Germans
on their withdrawal left behind a strong
force of machine guns. The Americans
moved forward through the yellow wheat
fields, which were sprayed and torn by
bullets. But they advanced aa though on
a drill ground.

The American guns laid down a heavy
artillery fire, but, n--twithslam{ing this,
many of the Germans remained when it
eame to hand-to-hand fighting, In & group
of farm buildings the enemy had set up
& strong defense. Here the Germans
stuck to their guns, and the Americans
riushed them and killed the gunners. It
wae a little battle without mercy and
typical of similar engagements oocurring
along the whole line, The Prussian
Guards and Bavarians everywhere fought

tin actordance with their training, disci-

pline and traditions, but were outwitted
and outfought,

To the north of the farm, up the long
slopes leading to the woods, the Amer-
icans encountered the fiercest exhibition
of Germany's war science. The Germans
Inid down a bur‘rum! which it is said was
as heavy as had ever beon employed.
The American guns replied heavily.

The order for the advance came, and
the line moved forward across the grain
fields directly through the btarrage. On
a nearby hillside the chief staff officers
watched the operation, They saw shells
fall, in some canes leaving long gaps in
the line, but the troops mever halted.

On through the barrage the Americans
went into the German positions, attack-
ing fiercely the machine gun and infan-
try detachments. The barrage died
awny, the Germans leaving the work of

line and seem to be in a position to compel a hurried retreat from

reacie to the men they had falled to
proteet with their heavy guns,
The Germans were and

Roncheres and St. Gemme, at the extreme bottom of the 1f=.a.]ient|th

between Soissons and Rheims,

The allied line to-day runs south from Soissons to Grand Rozoy |
and then it begins to turn to the east. It passes just north of Fere-| Louis Loetz of Sioux City

en-Tardenois and continues to the apex of the wedge at the village
of Nesles, where it turns sharply south toward Roncheres. The al-
lies’ advance in this region seems to have placed them in a dom-

inating position.

All around the salient there has been a continued battle during
the past two days, with the Germans launching repeated counter-
attacks against the allied lines. They have all failed, and the allies
have gained important ground at vital points,

Immediately south of Soissons and west of Rheimsg, the Ger-
man lines are strongly held, but enemy efforts to improve his posi-
tion in the latter region have broken down.

There now seems to be little doubt that the Germans will retire
to the Vesle river as soon as possible, any possibility of making a
stand north of the Ourcq seemingly being gone.

KEY TO OURCQ VALLEY
IS IN ALLIES’ HANDS

Franco-Americans Control the Railroad
in That Vicinity—French Guns
Command Important Avenue
of German Retreat,

London, July 30.—Although the al
lied guins during the past 24 hours may
sgem small, some of them had been ex-
eeedingly significant, telegraphs Reuter’s
correspondent at the American front n |
Franee. The chief feature of the recent |
fighting, he says, is the French advance |
from COulehy-le-Chutean, which carried
the villages of Grand Rozoy and Cugny,
and swept the Germans off the Butte of
Chalmont., This hill was a center of ane-
my resistance along the western side of |
the sakient,

Germman guns situated on the Butte of |
Chalmont had besn abls to rake the |
Bolssons-Chateau Thierry road almost as |
far as Villemontoire and hurl a crowss-fira |
upon the advancing French and Ameri-
can troops in the velley of the Oureq. |
The French now are able to harrass from
this hill the enemy’s retirement and
should be nble to clenr tho angle be-
tween the Solssons Chatenn Thierry road !
and the railroad between Oulehy-le-Chnt-
eau Thierry TROOH N..N..N..N
enu and Fismes and bring much needed
nusistance to the Amerleans in the vil-
lnge of Seringes.

It will be & costly task to take the
Neslos forest, but there are alternatives
possible to the eastward, The railroad,
which is the key to the Ouroq valley, is
in allied hands,

AMERICANS BEAT |
OFF THE GERMANS
And Improved Their Own Positions on |

the Line of the Ourcq, General
Pershing Reports,

Washington, D. C., July 81.—Repulse of
enomy counter-attacks on the line of the
Oureq after severe fighting and improve-
ment of the American positions there
were reported in Genernl *'vruhing‘n com- |
munique for yesterday, recelved to-day
at the war department. ’

BRITISH LOSSES
IN JULY WERE LESS
THAN HALF JUNE.

Total from All Fronts Was 67,201, of
Which 521 Officers and 8,474 Men
Were Killed in Action.

London, July 31 —British casualties re-
ported during July totalled 67,291, This
compares with total casuvalties rr-}inﬂr'd
in June of 141,147, The losses for July
are divided ns follows:

Killed or died of wounds: Officers
men, 8474,

Wounded or missing: Officers, 1.537;
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jmen, 58,750,

AMERICANS HOLD
THEIR ADVANCE
IN HARD BATTLE

Are Clinging to Gains in Seringes-et.
Neslea Region with Grim Courage
and French Are Hurling Back
All Counter Attacks East
of Qulchy-le-Chatean.

Paris, July 31—American troops main-
tained their position in the region of
Seringes-et-Nesles, which they oarried
after violent fighting, aceording to an
officlal statement from the war offiee to-
day.

IFhe Germsns made four attacks
against the new French positions east of
Oulehy-le-Chateat, They were ropulsed
and the French line was held intaet,

The French and the Germans carrisd
out raids at a number of other points
oni sectors east and west of the k!arne
salient, but there was no change in the
general situation at flhese points,

A BRILLIANT ADVANCE,

American Gain Is Considered of Great
Importance,

With the American Army on Aisne-
Marne Front, July 31.—Through a bar-
rage as deadly as the Germuuns have lnid
down on any sector for months the
Americun soldiers, comprising men from
the middle-west and ewstern statos,
pushed their line forward a little more
yesterday, and to-day it forms the apex
of the long allied front,

Their progress was considerable though
lese than two miles, but it is regarded
as & brillinnt operation in view of the
determined countering by the Germans

On either side the French also moved
forward, while & steady pressure was
maintnined against the eaat and west
flanks,

Information early in the day indicated
the withdrawal of the Fourth Guards,
but it developed that that renowned or
ganization and the Bavarians were still
on the front, and the strong opposition
they offered justified their reputation
But their sacrifice was in vain,

The Americans withstood two heavy
attacks during the night, and at daylight
hegan thelr operations, which left them
Inst night well to the north of Sergy on
the long slopes approaching the - heavy
woods beyond Nesles, n little town di-
wtly onst of Berignes.ot-Nesles, whose
rotention the Germans hitterly opposed,

The east end of the line swings north-
easterly opposite this point and then
drops off sharply in the rﬂrm»l ion of Cler-
FN and Roncheres. The Ourey viver lias
seen left far behind, the line being pushed
forward across the to the worth-
wosrt.

The Germans are holding positions in
Noules forest, from which their guns are
shelling ineflectively,

It was late in the day before Serignes
wrd wholly cleared. The Germans .-fmtg
to the northern purt of the town ten-

Zome

‘mopped up"
¢ Americans held their new line just
| east of the forest. Not muny prisoners
were taken, but here and there a fow
were rounded up and brought in. Sgt
contributed
| 14. He attacked 18 Germuns who had
| become separated from their command,
killing four of them and capturing the
others.

Awiul execution was done hy the
Amerfcans. Eight captured guards said
they were all that remained of & com-
mny of 80, Yesterday their number
ad been reduced to 50 and & lleutenant.

EX-CZAR SHOT
" WHEN PROPPED
AGAINST POST

Given Two Hours to Prepare for the

End, Nicholas Romanoff Received
News Calmly and Then Col-
lapsed in His Room.

Amsterdam, July 31 —Given two hours
in which to prepare for the end, Nich
olas Romanoff, former Russian emperor

state of such collapse that it wias neces.
sary to prop him agminst a post, says
the Loka! Anzeiger; of Berlin, which
| elaims to have received from o high Rus
ston personage an account of the em
peror's last hours.

Nicholas was awakened at 6 a. m. on
the day of his exscution by » patrol of n
non-commissioned officer and six men,
He was told to dreds and then was taken
to a room where the deelsion of the
soviet touncil was communicated to him.
| He was informed the exsention would be
parried out in two hours,

The former emperor, it is added, re
celved the announsoment of the sentance
of death with grest calmness, than re-
llurned to his bedroom and collapsed in

a chair. After a few minutes he asked
for & priest with whom he was allowed
to remain unattended. Subsequently he
wrote several letters.

When the escort arrived to take him
to the place of execution, Nicholas at-
tempted (o rise from his ¢hair but was
unable. The priest and a soldisr were
| obliged to assist him to atand. The con-
demned man descended the stairs with
difficulty and once he fell down,

As h-..s was unable to stand without
support when the place of the execution
wae renched, he was propped agrinst a
post. He raised his hands and seemed to
be trying to speak, but the rifles spoke
and he fell dead.

GERMANS REFUSE
TO GIVE BATTLE

Although Their Artillery Is Bombarding
Merrils, Which Was Captured Yes-
terday By British Troops.

London, July 31—The Gorman artil-
lery displayed considerable activity last
night in the region of Merris, on the
|I"imu!r:4 fromt, taken yvesterdsy by the
Aunstrallans and In the Kommel
the war office announced to-day, It slso
wna active on both sides of the Somme.

Prisonera were taken in raids and pa
trol encounters in the Lens region and
North of Bethune.

sactor,

ACENOWLEDGE DEFEAT |
BUT PROMISE VICTORY

-
|
|
| . .
| Washington, D, €., July 3],—0f
I fleinl a!-'--ilﬂ.h‘hvn to-da ¥ from
| Franee state the German high com-

mund has caused to be published
the newspapers throughout
CGiermany an oflicis]l statement pre
!::H'ing the poopla to Accopt the
defeat in the second battle of the
Muarne, but renewing the promlse
aof » decisive hlow ﬂﬂﬂillﬂi the An-
glo-French front, |
*

in

SHEFTTNE *.

ENLIST OR LEAVE
BEFORE SEPT. 29

British Government Gives
Notice to Americans Un-
der Draft Treaty

WILL BE DRAFTED
AFTER THAT DATE

No Right of Appeal but Are
Subject to Exemp-
tion

London, July 8.—In pursuance of the
British-American convention for draft-
ing Americans of militury age resident
in the United Kingdom, notice has been
given American citizens desiring to re-
|turn to the United States for servies
| that they must nake their own arrange-
ments to ledve bofore Reprember 20, Tf
they fuil {o Jeuve by that time they be-
come lisble to service in the British army
Iwi!imur_ right of appeal. An American
may enlist in the Amercan forees 'I‘_\
appiying to w British recruiting office,

An arder in council will be mads about
Aug. 30, providing that before the 30th
day thereafter an American who has not
| applied to return to the United States
| or who has not enlisted in the Amerioan
forces may apply to a British tribunal
| for exemption < auy grounds open to
British subjects. On the 30th day those
|\.\hn have not left for the United States
{or enlisted in the American army will
be lable, subject to exemption, todraft in

;thr'- British army
|

|CALL ON 23 STATES
| FOR 5,586 MEN

They Must Be Men Qualified for General
| Military Service and They Will Go
|  Into Special Training at Colleges.

Washington, D, €, July 3L—Provost
‘N!

| Marshal General Crowder to-day - call
on 24 states for 5,588 grammar school

To-day the lientenant and all but they | graduates of draft age qualified for gen- | ers.

| eral military service to take courkes of
training at colleges over the country,
[ The men may voluntesr until Aug. 6,
and after that time any deficiency will
be made up. They are to
train Aug. 15
State quotas ineclude
Bliss elecirieal school,

ordered en-

Delpware, Ot
Washington, D. C.
\1.1:_\'\|:--1, 200
l'echnology
Noew Jersey, 208;
Pennsylvi
Rhode Island
gchool,

JAPANESE STEAMER
IN BAD POSITION

School of

Georgla
Pann Biate colloge
e, 412; Lafayette college.
Biisa lectrical

156 ; elect

wis taken out by his executioders in & | There Is Hard Work Azead to Save the | the controversy between the company

| Ship—Passengers Have Been Taken
Off, But Crew Remains,

A Pacific Port, July 31.—Sdrrounded
by rocks, her two foreholds filled with
water and the fore part of her deck al

most level with the pea, the Osnki Shos
ten Kalshe stenmer Canada Maru, which
went aground vesterday, this morning
presented u diffionlt task for the salvage
stogmers that are standing by, nocording
to wireless messuges rf-l'!'ilmi }\r‘.rl'.

One hundred and seventy-six passen-
gers and many parcels of mall were tak-
en aboard the steamer Galiano last night
to be landed at Neah bay, but the crew
remuained aboard the Capsds Marn, as
the weather in the vicinity of the wreck
was moderate and Captain Yamamota,
in command of the stranded vesdel, he
lieved there was no dum._::-r of the boat
guing to precos

ALLIED DIPLOMATS
LEAVE VOLOGDA

Amaerican Ambassador Francis Departed
from the Russian City July 23—
This Movement Was Made on
Invitation of Bolshevik
Government, It is
Thought.

Washington, D. C,, July 31.—Raeports
!hnw_\ reached the stute department in a
roundabout way that Ambassador Fran-
pia and all the sllied diplomats left, Vol-
ogda July 23. It is understood that they
| were given dome sort of cholee as to
{ thair destination, but on this point the
information reaching Washington is so

vague the department could not make a
| definite stutement.

It is R--Il!‘r‘.ini, ]1"\\'1‘“‘-1‘, the s-n]_\' WAV
i:n”. to the t'il.p!-'ll’iﬂ'il' r\‘jn'-‘-'n_ln[!lit\q‘.w
was by way of Archungel with the al-
terniative of going to Moscow.

The hasty departure of the diplomats
| is attributed to |JJ"UI'.--|.|'|'-' notice thxt
the Dbolsheviki intoended to out the line
to Archangel after Juiy 23,

NO RACIAL OPPRESSION,
| Decrees Soviet Covernment at Moscow
in Orders,

London, l!':;_\' 31.—The soviet govern
ment at Moseow has fssued 4 docreas
wgninst antl-semitism, a Rus=sian wire
leps message {o-day announces,

There s no place in Russinn
scheme for the I'I;l;lrl'.“'tllnn of nationali
ties, the deeree doclures,

U'he dectes invited the working classes
to fight against such oppressions,

the

)

The Cunnda Maru, 3548 tons nel, was |
roturning from Yokahama and Kobe
with a cargoe eéstimated to he waorth
84,000,000,

WAGE INCREASE
FOR 500,000 MEN

And Railroad Shopmen Were
Told to Increase Their
Energy

S MUST
BE ELIMINATED

STRIKE

Director - General McAdoo
Made Announcement
To-day

Washington, D. C,, July 3l.—Railway
employes were told to-day by Director
emernl MeAdoo in spnounving details of
the wage increase for more than 500,000
shopmen that the nation expected new
energy from the workers in return for
pay increnses and lmprovements in em-
ployment conditions and that strikes und
other labor disputes must be eliminated
during the war,

Under the new wages, the experienced
shopuien are to recéive & minimum of 08
ecents an hour, egrmeén and second-class
electrical workers 88 cents an hour, with
rates ranging from 484 to 644, cents for
carmen and second-class electrieal work-
ers with less than four years' experience,
the nmount depending on their length of
service in the particular shop. Eight
hours is to be considered a day's work,
and time and a half is to be paid for
overtime, effective as of Jan. 1.

Piece workers are to yreceive not less
than the minimum allowed hourly work-
ors. Apprentices’ pay is to range from
25 and 324 ¢ents an hour and helpers
will get 45 ocents an hour, Half of the
apprentices may be considered helpers,
it is speeitied. Gang foremen in locomo-
tive and car departments may receive
five cents an hour more than others of
their respective crafts, and supervisors
are to get ‘840 a month more than the
previous rate, with a minimum of $155
and maximum of $25078 month

The order affects machinists, boiler-
{ makers, blacksmith, sheet metal work-
| ers, elaotrical workers, carmen and mold-

!..-!HKE D TO SETTLE
| LYNN, MASS., STRIKE |
War Labor Board was Asked By Sec-
retary Wilson To-day to Take &
Hand in the Trouble.

Washington, D. C,, July 81.—The war

|.'4L.5\-rt board was asked to-day by Ree:
| s y o

retary Wilson to undertake sottloment
of the strike of fourteen thousand em

| ployes at the General Eloctric company's
plant at Lynn, Mass,

Alloged discerimination against union
employes and refusal of the company to
submit the issue to the labor board wers |
snid to be involvad

The board now has under considerntion

[nnd its employes at Sehenectady, N. Y.,
| and Pittsfleld, Mns»

'RAINBOW DI
VISION ENTERS
THE BATTLE

Participated the Fighting East of
Fere-en-Tardenois, Gen. March Re-
ports—0Object of Oppoaing
Froces, He Says, Is to

in

Kill as Many as
Posaible,

Washington, D. C,, July 81-—The sole
object of the allies and the Germans in
the Noleson-Itheima sulient now is to kill
As many men as possible, General March,
| ehiof of staff, said to-day at his semi-
weekly couference with newspaper cors
respondents. Whatever objective either
side had at the beginning, the general
snid, has been subnlorgm}i by develop-
ments in the Hghting.

Genoral March pointed out that the
sallent has been greatly flatfaned, thus
virtunlly dissipating any hope of the al
lisg bugging large numbers of Che ene
my. The German withdrawal since lust
Saturday, he ndded, had reduced the
length of the line another ten miles to
54 miles, The maximum German retreat |
in the center, is 14 miles.

Arrivals of the 42d (Rainbow) divi- |
sion, and its participation in the fighting |
cast of Fere.en-Tardenois, was an
nounced, The third regular division also
was ldentifled as In action at Bergy and |
Cierges, where the crack Oerman guard |
divisions have been defented in roecent |
fighting by Amerienn troops |

eneral March announeed the forma
tion in the United Stutes of six more
dividions, numbered from 15 to 20 and
to bn loosted at Camps Lognn, Tex,
Kearney, Cal., Beauregard, La., Travis,
l'ex., Dodge, In,, and Bevier, £, 0, As in
the ease of the six divisions announced
Imgt woek thesa will be built around two
regnlar infantry regiments in each case,

General March announoced also <ie con.
version of fifteen national army cavalry
regimonts, numbered from 310 to 316,
imto field artillery. These will compriss
part of the artillery units for the new
divixions,

Genernl March had nothing to reveal
a8 to the extent of the ecasurlties sus-
tained by the American foreea in the re
cent fighting. He mald, however, that
Geperel ]"Pl’rllill;{ had been ordered to ca-
hla the casualties as received and that
these would be given out here at onos
He added that there would be no distri
butlon of ecasuslties over a I(nng ppri("]
hiereafter.

j

\NO OFFER OF PEACE

SCHOOL COMMISSIONER
COMOLLI. RESIGNS|

Because of Pressure of Private Business
—Resignation Was Accepted By the
City Council Last Evening.

Joseph Comolli of Foster atreet offered
his resigonation from the school commis-
sion at the regular meeting of the vity
council last evening and it was accepted.
No statement accompanied the resigna-
tion, but it is understood that Mr. Co-
molli, who has served for severa! years
ws the ward § commissioner, desires to
devote more of his time to his own af-
fwirs, RMI‘IU! he neeapted o l'i!spulliili]e
position with the firm of Barclay. Bros.,
and in a recent conversation with the
mayor, after intimating that he was
about to resign, said that his duties
would require a very large share of his
time. When the school commission re-
organized at the beginning of the new
school year in July, Mr. Comolli refused
a re-election as chairman, although urged
to continue to serve in that capacity.
The motion to accept his resignation
was made by Alderman Loranger and ac-
copted without dissent. The mayor has
not appointed anyone to fill out Mr. Co-
molli’s unexpired term, which c¢ontinues
till July 1, 1919,

The council was variously occupied
with routine business until 8 o'clock,
when adjournment was followed by &
committee of the whole meeting on War-
ren street, where the Collina property,
long the subject of litigation, was under
consideration. Alderman Alexander’s mo-
tion opening the way for adjournment to
Warren street followed a message from
City. Atty. Wishart in which he stated
that E. H. Deavitt, attorney for ane of
the plaintiffs in the cuse of Colling and
the Capital Savings bank vs. City of |
Barre, had suggested n compromise set-
tlement of 81200, It was further ex-
plained, for the benefit of newcomers on
the board who are not familinr with a
Fiﬂc« of litigation that has been pending
or years, that the supreme court has |
already ruled that the street committee
of some years ago erred in not giving
abutters on Warren street legal notice
of their intention to change the grade.
The property concerned lies in 4 hollow

NOTORISTS TORN
AND GRUSHED

Two Killed and Four Injured
When Struck by Central
Vermont Train

AT GRADE CROSSING
IN WEST BERLIN

Percy Brown of Northfield
Falls and Peter Gochie of
Sheffield Are Dead

Two out of an nutomobile party of six,
who were struck by a Central Vermont
passenger train at Riverton (West Ber-
lin) late yesterday afternocon died short-
Iy mfterwards and the other four are in
Heaton hospital in Montpelier in critical
condition, .

The Dead.
PERCY BROWN, Northfield Falls.
PETER GOCHIE, Sheffield.

The Injursd.

MRS. PERCY BROWN.

MRS, PETER GOCHIE.

CARROLL GOCHIE, son of the last.
named.

WILLIAM DOUGLASS, nephew of the
Browns.

Mr. Gochie died just before the relief
train reached Montpelier and Mr, Brown
died at the hospital early Iast evening
of a broken neck.

The party were going to Northileld Falls
from Sheffield, where Mr, and Mrs, Brown
and their nephew had been visiting the
Gochie family. They were within &
few miles of their home when overtaken

near the Merchant street corner, a hollow
which became much more of a hollow |
when the grade was raised. |

A communieation from Joseph .
Brown of Montpelier, representing the
Vermont commitiee of public safety, ex-
plained the details of the neow federnl
employment bureau which opens Aug. 1.
It was read by the clerk., A Jetter l'romr
the Fidelity & Casualty Co. of New York |
reported recent inspections of the rity
boilers, The steam roller boilsr is in
good condition, but a front arch and flues
in the city hall hoilers need to be re-
placed. The recommendations of the in
spector were referred to the property|
committes with instructions to make the
nesded repairs at once.

Varlous committees made up for lost
time by reporting on minor requésts and
complaints, The resuits: Fire commlit-
tee, Mre, (. J. Bolster may shingle a
small shed near her North Main street
residence; sinee nll other Illlﬂﬂillgi on
the same premises are shingled; street|

(Continued on eighth page.)

BELGIAN AIRMEN
GROWING ACTIVE

Six German Balloons Were Destroyed

During the Week and Other Opera-
tions South of the Yser
Were Reported.

Washington, D. O, July 31.—Aectivity
on the Belgian front south of the Yeser
and the destriretion of six balloons by
Sub-Lieutenant Coppens were reported
in the weekly review of Belginn opera-
tions received to-day by the Belgian
legation hore

FORE RIVER MEN
RETURN TO WORK

Cranemen There and at Squantum Had
Been OQut Since Yesterday, When
They Struck.

Quincy, Mass, July 31.—One hundred
and twenty cranemen at the Fore River
and Squantum plants of the Bethlehem
Shipbuilding corporation, who struck
vesterday, returned to work to-day,

CHANGES PRISONS.

Frank Shaw Sent from Windsor to Rut-
land Unattended.

Windsor, July 3L.—Frank Shaw, a life
termer at the Vermont state prison, was
recently given a permit by Gov. Graham
to go to Rutland unacoompanied hy
guard, where he will work at the re-
formatory as & free man, although still
under the jurisdiction of the prison ofii-
cials,

The wages that Shaw will earn will
he his own, He has been in eonflnement
nt the prison since 1001, hu\‘m}x been
sentenced to life imprisonment for the
murder of u sheriff named Hoffman

FROM THE ENEMY

British Foreign Secretary Balfour Makes
Statement That the Entente Govern-
ments Had Not Been Approached.

London, July 31.—Speaking in the
House of Commons to-day, Arthur J.
Balfour, the British foreign secretary,
said no enemy government had  ap-
]mmchrrl the entente allies regarding ne-
gqllu!innﬁ for peuce

BRITISH PRISONER BAG,
Was Increased By 14,500 Since March
21.

London, July 31.—BSince Mareh
this year the British have taken
wisoners on the western front, James
LH: MacPherson, parliamentary secre
tary to war office, informed the
House of Commons to fIaJ'.

21 of

14,500

the

by death. Mr. DBrown was driving the
ORT,

The approach to the crossing near the
Riverton station is blind, and apparently
Mr. Brown did not see the train until he
wus almost upon the crossing. It wus
too Inte to stop his ear, but he endeav-
ored to turn the vehlcle to run in the di-
rection with the train, as was shown by
the marks of the sutomobile’s wheels.
The intervening space was too short,
however, and the train struck the ma-
ching & smashing blow and carried It
about 75 feet before It was hurled aside,
Both the men were thrown onto the pi-
lot of the engine and there they lay when
the train was stopped, they having been
carried over one hridge,

Enginser Allard threw on the emer-
gency bikes and stopped his train al-
maost in the train's length. So violent
WwWas 'll!‘ stop that ]_Ill;!e!'ll._fb.'ﬂ ware
thrown out of théir seats, Considering
the fact that there were seven cars in
the train it is considered that the en-

| ginear made a remarkably quick stop.

The passengers, not knowing just what
hed happened, alighted from the train
and soon saw the evidences of the acei-
dent. One woman and a child lay on
one side of the trnek and the other wom-
an and the second child on the opponite

| side, while, as already stated, the men

were on the front of the locomotive.

Joseph Cnssi of Copoord, N, H, wns
one of the first persons off the train,
and he ran and picked up the smiuller of
the children. Bert Darling, a commercin/
traveler, was waiting on the West Berlin
side of the crossing for the truin to pass,
and he was among the first to help in
caring for the injured. There ware no
physicians on the train and an effort was
made to get some from Northfield, The
wait wae 8o long, howaever, that it was
decided to place the injured on the train
and carry them to Afontpelier. They
were placed in the baggage conch and the
run was made as fast as possible. Trans
for was made st Montpelier Junction to
the branch train and at Montpelier three
ambulances were waiting.

Just as the train was pulling into the
Montpelier station Mr. Goehle pissed
away, Dr. C. H. Burr, the railroad phy-
sician, was in charge of the medical stafl
hastily summoned, and the victims of
the accident were hurried to the hospital,
Mr. Brown died before he could be taken
into the operating room. The other four
were given immediate attention. 1t was
not posaible at firat to determine the ex-
tent of their injuries, although it was
found that William Douglass, sged seven,
had suffered the fracture of his right col-
lar bone, Carroll Gochie, young son of
the Sheffield people, had his jaw broken.
All of the four were badly cut and
bruised, and it was foared that they had
sustained internal injuries. Mrs. Brown
and Mras. Gochie were particularly cut
nhout the face.

The condition of the four had not ma-
terially changed this foremoonh, and at
noon but little hopes were held out for
any of them, excepting the little Doug-

| lass boy.

It appears from what Mrs. Gochia
stated to het futherin-law last night
that the sutomobile was stopped and that
they did not hear any train approach-
ing; but the view townrds the track was
hidden by bushes that had been allowed
to grow olose to the right of way. The
firemnn on the train told the claim agent
of the railroud that the ear ecemed to
have stopped and then started np again
Other Accidents on This Crossing.

This is the same crossing upon which
members of J, M. Boutwaell’s family nar
rowly escaped injury a week ago. Fred
Fearing was driving the machine. . Ho
stopped his car and listened, but heard
no approaching train. He stated this
morning that the track is hidden from
view by the bushes mentioned by Mrn,
(iochie. He turned his car to the right
and just escaped being hit by an engina
backing up and pushing s caboose ahead
of it. H. M. Farnham had o narrow es-
cape there a faw days since. A powerful
cear was all that saved him. It was re.
ported last, evening that four accidents

(Continued on eighth page)




